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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,2, 21,22 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Engle (6,236,801), 

. Regarding claims 1 and 21 , Engle discloses an apparatus for allowing a 
viewer to assign content codes to scenes in an audiovisual program comprising: 
a device for playing the program and provided with a scene indicator ( a display) to 
identify a new scene (column 8, lines 29-68); 

a content selector having a viewer input for generating a content code for a scene; and 
a memory for storing content codes associated with respective scenes (column 8, line 
29-40). 

Regarding claims 2,22 and 32 , Engle further teaches the apparatus of 
claim 1 wherein said memory stores data relating to the beginnings and endings of 
scenes together with respective content codes (column 9, lines 1-40). 
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3. Claims 1 , 2,1 1 ,21 ,22 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shore e al (5,760,767). 

Regarding claims 1 and 21 .Shore discloses an apparatus for allowing a 
viewer to assign content codes to scenes in an audiovisual program comprising: 
a device for playing the program and provided with a scene indicator ( a display) to 
identify a new scene (Fig. 5, column 7, lines 35 to column 8, line 37); 

a content selector having a viewer input for generating a content code for a 
scene; and 

a memory for storing content codes associated with respective scenes (column 
8, lines 1-37). 

Regarding claims 2, 22, and 32 , Shore further teaches the apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said memory stores data relating to the beginnings and endings of scenes 
together with respective content codes (column 8 lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Shore further teaches the apparatus of claim 1 further 
including a timer to indicate the time left before the end of the scene (Fig. 3, column 8, 
lines 1-15). 

4. Claims 1- 10, 12-14, 16-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mattes (4,501,478). 

Regarding claims 1 and 12, Mattes discloses an apparatus for allowing a viewer 
to assign content codes to scenes in an audiovisual program comprising: 
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a device for playing the program and provided with a scene indicator to identify a new 
scene (Fig 1, column 2, lines 54-68); 

a content selector having a viewer input for generating a content code for a scene; and 
a memory for storing content codes associated with respective scenes (Abstract , 
column 6, lines 1-35). 

Regarding claims 2 and 22 Mattes further teaches that the memory stores data 
relating to the beginnings and endings of scenes together with respective content 
codes. (column 6, lines 1-35) 

Regarding claim 3, Mattes further teaches the apparatus of claim 2 further 
comprising a scene indicator that is activated when a new scene is played (column 6), 
lines 30-55). 

Regarding claim 4 , Mates further teaches the apparatus of claim 3 wherein said 
scene indicator is deactivated after a content code for the scene is generated (column 
6, lines 30-55). 

Regarding claim 5, Mates further teaches . The apparatus of claim 3 further 
including a scene detector for automatically activating said scene indicator (column 6). 

Regarding claim 6 and 16, Mattes further teaches the apparatus of claim 3 
further including a manually operated switch for activating said scene indicator (column 
6). 

Regarding claim 7, Mattes further teaches the apparatus of claim 1 further 
comprising a scene indictor that Is activated when a new scene is played (column 6). 
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Regarding clainn S.Mattes furtlier teaches the apparatus of claim 7 wherein said 
scene indicator is deactivated after a content code for the scene is generated (column 
6). 

Regarding claim 9, Mattes further teaches the apparatus of claim 7 further 
including a scene detector for automatically activating said scene indicator (column 6). 

Regarding claim 10, Mattes further teaches the apparatus of claim 7 further 
including a manually operated switch for activating said scene indicator (column 6). 

Regarding claim 14 , Mattes further teaches the scene indictor is deactivated 
when a content code is employed to the corresponding scene, (column 6). 

Regarding claim 16, Mattes further teaches the scene detector includes a scene 
selector adapted to be activated by the viewer to indicate the starting point of said 
scene (column 6) . 

Regarding claim 19, Mattes further teaches the scene indicator is activated for a 
predetermined time (column 6). 

Regarding clam 20, Mattes further teaches the scene detector is deactivated 
when a content code is assigned to the respective scene (column 6) . 

Regarding claim 23, Mattes further teaches the method of claim 21 further 
comprising detecting a new scene and providing an indication thereof (column 6). 

Regarding claim 24, Mattes further teaches the method of claim 23 further 
comprising deactivating the indication of a new scene after a content code is obtained 
thereof (column 6). 
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Regarding claim 25, Mattes further teaches the method of claim 23 further 
comprising said detecting each new scene and automatically generating said scene 
indication after the new scene is detected (column 6). 

Regarding claim 26, Mattes further teaches the method of claim 25 wherein new 
scenes are detected automatically by a scene detector (column 6) . 

Regarding claim 27, Mattes further teaches the method of claim 25 wherein new 
scenes are determined by a viewer and new scene indicators are controlled by a 
manual switch operated by the viewer. 

Regarding claim 28, Mattes further teaches the method of claim 21 further 
comprising generating a scene indication indicative of the beginning of each scene. 

Regarding claim 29, Mattes further teaches the method of claim 28 further 
comprising deactivating said scene indication when a content code is assigned to the 
respective scene (column 6). 

Regarding claim 30, Mattes further teaches the method of claim 28 further 
comprising deactivating said scene indication after a predetermined time (column 6). 

Regarding claim 32, Mattes further teaches storing data related to the beginnings 
and endings of said scenes (column 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C, 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

6. Claims 3, 12 -13 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Engle in view of Aotake (6,41 1 ,771 ). 

Regarding claims 3, 12, and 23 , Engle teaches an apparatus for generating 
content codes for a program formed of a sequence of scenes comprising: 
a device adapted to play said program in sequence for on an audiovisual monitoring 
system; 

a scene indicator (a display) that is activated at the beginning of a scene 
requiring a content code; and 

a selector having an input to receive from a viewer a content code for 
an indicated scene (column 8 lines 29-68) . 
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Engle fails to teaches scene detecting means for detecting a scene as being 
recited in claims 3,12 and 23 . 

Aotake disclose an apparatus having a scene detecting means for detecting 
and indicating a scene change of a program (column 4, lines 30-60) , It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Engle with Aotake by providing 
the apparatus of Engle with a scene change detecting means as taught by Aotake 
to accurately identify a scene of the program. 

Regarding claim 13, Engle as modified with Aotake further teaches that wherein 
said player is adapted to play one of a video tape, a DVD disk and a broadcast program 
(See Engle Fig. 1). 

7. Claims 3, 12-13, 16-19,23, 25-28 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Shore in view of Aotake (6,41 1 ,771 ). 

Regarding claims 3, 12 and 23 , Shore discloses an apparatus for generating 
content codes for a program formed of a sequence of scenes comprising: 
a device adapted to play said program in sequence for on an audiovisual monitoring 
system; 

a scene detector coupled to said player and adapted to detect a starting point for each 
of said scenes being played by said player; 

a scene indicator that is activated at the beginning of a scene requiring a content code; 
and 
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a selector having an input to receive from a viewer a content code for 
an indicated scene. 

Stiore fails to teach a scene detecting means for detecting a scene as being 
recited in claims 3,12 and 23 . 

Aotake teaches an apparatus having a scene detecting means for detecting 
and indicating a scene change of a program (column 4, lines 30-60) , It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shore with Aotake by providing 
the apparatus of Shore with a scene change detecting means as taught by Aotake 
to accurately identifying a scene of the program. 

Regarding claim 5, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches a scene 
detector for automatically activating said scene indicator (See Aotake column 4, lines 
35-55). 

Regarding claims 6 and 10, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches the 
apparatus of claim 3 further including a manually operated switch for activating said 
scene indicator since the display or monitor of Shore and Aotake are controlled by a 
viewer.. 

Regarding claim 7, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches the apparatus 
of claim 1 further comprising a scene indictor that is activated when a new scene is 
played (See Aotake column 4, lines 35-55). 

Regarding claim 9, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches the 
apparatus of claim 7 further Including a scene detector for automatically activating said 
scene indicator (Aotake column 8, lines 35-55). 
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Regarding claim 13, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches the 
apparatus of claim 12 wherein said player is adapted to play one of a video tape, a DVD 
disk and a broadcast program (See Shore column 3, lines 10-30). 

Regarding claim 16, Shore as modified with Aotake teaches the scene 
detector includes a scene selector adapted to be activated by the viewer to indicate the 
starting point of said scene (See Aotake (column 4, lines 30-60). 

Regarding claim 17, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches a controller 
adapted to determine if the viewer fails to provide said content code, said controller 
being adapted to generate in this case a default content code for said scene (See 
Aotake (column 34, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 18, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches a timer 
indicating the time left before the end of the scene (Se Shore column 8, lines 5-15, 
Aotake column 28, lines 53-60). 

Regarding claim 19, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches said scene 
indicator is activated for a predetermined time (See Aotake (column 4,ines 35-55). 

Regarding claim 25, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches said 
detecting each new scene and automatically generating said scene indication after the 
new scene is detected (see Aotake, column 4 lines 31-56 Fig. 7). 

Regarding claim 26, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches new scenes 
are detected automatically by a scene detector (Aotake , column 4, lines 31-56) 
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Regarding claim 27, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches new scenes 
are determined by a viewer and new scene indicators are controlled by a manual switch 
operated by the viewer ( Aotake column 4 lines 32-55). 

Regarding claim 28, Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches a scene 
indication indicative of the beginning of each scene (See Aotake, column 4,lines 30-55). 

Regarding claim 31 , Shore as modified with Aotake further teaches a timer 
indicating the time left to the end of the scene (See Shore column 8, lines 1-13). 

8. Claims 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shore 
in view of Aotake (6,41 1 ,771 ) as applied to claim 12 above further in view of Koga et al 
(4,931,879). 

Shore as modified with Koga fails to teach using ID for identifying a scene 
Koga teaches using an ID for identifying a scene (column 18, lines 53-57). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Shore as 
modified with Aotake wit Koga by providing each scene of the program of Shore an 
ID for identifying a scene of the program thereby accurately access the scenes of the 
program when needed . 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



H.N 




